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A  his  bulletin  has  been  prepared  for  the  students  interested  in  either  full- 
time  or  part-time  undergraduate  study  at  The  American  University.  Alsr 
available  are  the  following  catalogs  and  bulletins  regarding  Schools  anr 
Colleges  of  the  University: 

College  of  Arts  and  Sciences.  Degrees  offered:  Associate  in  Arts;  Bachelor  of 
Arts;  Bachelor  of  Science;  Master  of  Arts  (anthropology,  art,  economics, 
economic  history,  education,  English,  French,  German,  history,  journalism, 
linguistics,  mathematics,  music,  philosophy,  psychology,  public  relations, 
religion,  Russian,  sociology,  Spanish,  speech  arts,  statistics);  Master  of 
Science  (biology,  chemistry,  earth  sciences,  physics,  science  teaching); 
Master  of  Education.    (Doctorates  offered  through   the  Graduate   School.) 

School  of  Business  Administration.  Degrees  offered:  Associate  in  Business 
Administration;  Bachelor  of  Science  in  Business  Administration;  Master  of 
Business  Administration.  (Doctorate  offered  through  the  Graduate  School.) 

School  of  Government  and  Public  Administration.  Degrees  offered:  Bachelor  oi 
Arts  in  Government;  Bachelor  of  Science  in  Public  Administration;  Master  ol 
Arts  (government,  public  administration,  public  administration  technology 
of  management).  (Doctorates  offered  through  the  Graduate  School.) 

School  of  International  Service.  Degrees  offered:  Bachelor  of  Arts;  Master  oi 
Arts;  Master  of  International  Service.  (Doctorate  offered  through  the  Gradu- 
ate School.) 

Graduate  School.  Degrees  offered:  Doctor  of  Philosophy  in  area  studies,  busi- 
ness administration,  economics,  economic  history,  government,  history,  inter- 
national relations,  mathematics,  psychology,  public  administration,  sociology 
and  statistics;  Doctor  of  Education. 

Lucy  Webb  Hayes  School  of  Nursing.    Degree  offered:  Bachelor  of  Arts. 

College  of  Continuing  Education.  Degree  offered:  Bachelor  of  Science  ir 
General  studies;  also  non-degree  division  of  the  University. 

The  Washington  College  of  Law.  Degree  offered:  Juris  Doctor. 


General  Information  Bulletin.  Published  annually,  this  Bulletin  provides  impor- 
tant supplemental  information  on  a  University-wide  basis  and  should  be  usee 
in  conjunction  with  each  School  Catalog. 

Wesley  Theological  Seminary.  The  Seminary  is  affiliated  with  the  University  anc 
located  on  its  campus.  Degrees  offered:  Bachelor  of  Sacred  Theology;  Mastei 
of  Sacred  Theology;  Master  of  Religious  Education. 


For  complete  information  and  appropriate  catalog  concerning  each  college  oi' 
school  of  the  University,  phone,  write  or  visit: 

OFFICE  OF  ADMISSIONS 
THE  AMERICAN  UNIVERSITY 

Massachusetts  and  Nebraska  Avenues,  N.W. 
Washington,  D.  C.  20016  Telephone:  Area  Code  202— 244-680( 
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The  American  University  Bulletin  is  published  by  The  American  University, 
Massachusetts  and  Nebraska  Avenues,  Northwest,  Washington,  D.C.,  monthly 
except  in  the  month  of  July.  Second  class  postage  paid  at  Washington,  D.C. 
Volume  41,  Number  7,  April,  1965. 

1 


General  Information 

The  University  publishes  an  annual  General  Information  Bulletin. 
This  bulletin  contains  information  about  the  University's  history, 
organization,  faculty,  facilities,  programs  and  degrees,  admission 
requirements,  academic  information,  finances,  financial  assistance, 
student  personnel  services,  residence  facilities,  student  activities, 
alumni  activities,  and  special  university  programs.  Please  consult 
this  bulletin  for  information  about  any  of  these  areas. 


Accreditation 

The  American  University  is  accredited  by  the  Middle  States 
Association  of  Colleges  and  Secondary  Schools  and  the  University 
Senate  of  The  Methodist  Church. 

It  is  a  member  of  the  Association  of  American  Colleges,  the 
Association  of  Urban  Universities,  the  Association  of  University 
Evening  Colleges,  the  National  Intercollegiate  Athletic  Association: 
and  approved  by  the  American  Association  of  University  Women. 

The  University  is  a  charter  member  of  the  Council  of  Graduate 
Schools  in  the  United  States  and  is  a  member  of  the  Midwest 
Conference  on  Graduate  Study  and  Research. 

The  School  of  Business  Administration  is  a  member  of  the 
Middle  Atlantic  Association  of  Colleges  of  Business  Administration. 

The  Washington  College  of  Law  is  a  member  of  the  Association 
of  American  Law  Schools  and  is  approved  by  the  American  Bar 
Association. 

The  Department  of  Education  in  the  College  of  Arts  and  Sciences 
is  a  member  of  the  American  Association  of  Colleges  for  Teacher 
Education. 


The  Wesley  Theological  Seminary  is  accredited  by  the  American 
Association  of  Theological  Schools  and  the  University  Senate  of 
The  Methodist  Church. 


Introduction 

The  program  required  of  the  undergraduate  student  at  The 
American  University  may  be  divided  into  five  components.  These 
are: 

University  requirements.  A  pattern  of  courses  required  of  all 
students  who  graduate  regardless  of  school  or  major. 

College  or  School  requirements.  Additional  courses  required  by 
the  College  or  the  School  in  which  the  student  is  registered. 

Major  requirements.  Additional  courses  required  by  the  school 
or  department  of  the  student's  major  interest. 

Related  studies  and  tool  courses.  Additional  courses  related  to 
the  major  which  are  required  by  the  major  school  or  department. 

Electives.  Additional  courses  of  the  student's  own  choice  to  com- 
plete the  required  minimum  of  120  academic  credit  hours  for 
graduation. 

The  regulations  set  forth  below  supersede  all  pre-existing  regula- 
tions concerning  University  Requirements  and  supersede  all  material 
published  in  the  catalogs  of  the  College,  and  the  Schools  concerning 
University  Requirements.  The  Committee  on  University  Require- 
ments may  from  time  to  time  modify  this  program  in  some  of  its 
details.  Students  will  be  notified  of  such  changes  should  they  occur. 

Students  who  were  enrolled  in  degree  programs  in  the  University 
prior  to  the  effective  date  of  these  regulations  (September,  1965) 
may  follow  the  regulations  in  force  at  the  time  of  their  latest 
admission  to  the  University  or  the  new  regulations,  as  they  may 
desire  and  with  the  concurrence  of  the  individual's  academic  advis- 
or. No  student  may  follow  parts  of  both  plans,  but  must  select 
either  one  or  the  other. 


The  University  Requirements 

The  term  University  Requirements  denotes  an  important  com- 
ponent of  undergraduation  education  known  variously  as  general 
education  or  distribution  requirements.  Aims  of  the  University 
Requirements  program  center  primarily  upon  the  educational  values 
inherent  in  the  liberal  arts.  Traditionally,  these  various  liberal  arts 
have  been  grouped  into  broad  areas  known  as  Humanities,  Natural 
Sciences,  and  Social  Sciences.  While  specific  details  will  surely  vary 
from  place  to  place,  most  institutions  of  higher  learning  in  the 
United  States  will  demand  from  all  candidates  for  baccalaureate 
degrees,  the  successful  completion  of  some  academic  work  in  all 


these  broad  areas.  Thus,  demands  made  upon  undergraduates  at  The 
American  University  do  not  differ  significantly  from  those  upon 
students  elsewhere.  A  maximum  of  42  semester  hours,  about  one- 
third,  of  the  120  academic  hours  required  for  graduation  are 
included  in  the  new  University  Requirements. 

A  program  of  general  education  has  always  existed  in  some  form 
or  other  at  The  American  University.  It  was  formulated  as  Univer- 
sity Requirements  in  1953.  In  its  initial  version,  the  program  was  a 
relatively  inflexible  system  of  more  or  less  specific  course  require- 
ments in  English,  History,  Humanities,  Science  and  Social  Science. 
Since  1953,  the  program  has  not  undergone  significant  changes. 
But  in  1964,  the  University  Faculty,  through  the  University  Senate, 
authorized  a  substantial  modification  which  is  set  forth  in  detail 
below. 

Because  of  the  importance  of  University  Requirements  in  the 
academic  program  of  all  undergraduates,  the  University  Senate  has 
established  a  Standing  Committee  on  University  Requirements. 
Its  membership  includes  Faculty  representatives  from  all  schools 
and  colleges  of  The  American  University  which  offer  undergraduate 
courses  and  grant  undergraduate  degrees.  The  Dean  of  the  College 
of  Arts  and  Sciences  is  the  permanent  chairman  of  the  Committee. 
Membership  is  also  held  by  the  Associate  Dean  of  the  College  of 
Arts  and  Sciences,  the  officer  in  charge  of  University  Requirements. 
It  is  to  this  latter  officer  that  all  student  queries  regarding  University 
Requirements  should  be  directed. 

The  purposes  of  the  new  program  are  to  offer  the  student  greater 
flexibility  in  arranging  his  undergraduate  program  while  still  retain- 
ing the  concept  of  a  distribution  of  studies  in  areas  outside  the 
student's  major  interest  and  courses  closely  related  to  the  major. 
The  courses  chosen  by  the  student  may  vary  rather  widely  in 
accordance  with  the  student's  own  needs  and  interests.  In  this 
way  the  student  with  keen  intellectual  interests  will  be  enabled 
to  pursue  special  interests  outside  his  major  field  in  some  depth, 
or  will  have  an  opportunity  to  acquaint  himself  with  a  wide  range 
of  areas  of  human  knowledge.  If  a  student  is  unsure  at  the  begin- 
ning of  his  undergraduate  career  as  to  what  major  subject  he 
wishes  to  pursue,  careful  course  selection  will  ensure  that  the 
decision  may  be  deferred  or  a  change  made  without  undue  loss 
of  time.  It  is  often  the  student  with  the  liveliest  intellectual  curi- 
osity who  has  several  strong  academic  interests.  If  his  initial  selec- 
tion of  a  major  proves  to  be  wrong,  it  is  a  function  of  intelligence 
and  strength  of  character  to  admit  the  error  and  to  make  an 
appropriate  change. 

The  increased  requirement  in  Science  and  Mathematics  reflects 


the  increased  importance  of  these  disciplines  in  the  life  of  every 
citizen. 

The  student  may  begin  major  courses  in  his  freshman  year,  if 
he  wishes,  and  need  not  concentrate  his  university  requirements 
in  the  first  two  years.  It  will  be  found  very  helpful  if  the  student 
will  make  a  careful  plan  for  his  entire  undergraduate  program  as 
early  as  possible.  The  assistance  of  an  academic  counselor  for  this 
purpose  is  available  and  is  highly  recommended. 

Candidates  for  any  baccalaureate  degree  conferred  by  The  Amer- 
ican University  must  include  the  following  course  requirements  in 
their  academic  programs  unless  relieved  from  the  same  by  advanced 
placement,  advanced  standing  or  waiver.   (See  page  7) 


Basic  Studies 

Composition  and  Reading — 6  hours,  to  be  taken  in  the  freshman 
year  unless  postponed  to  a  later  year  by  special  permission  of  the 
officer  in  charge  of  University  Requirements. 

Physical  Education — 4  units  of  one  semester  each.  This  require- 
ment carries  no  credit,  but  is  subject  to  waiver.    (See  page  8) 


Humanities 

Twelve  semester  hours  selected  from  among  the  courses  num- 
bered below  500  in  one  or  several  of  the  following  departments 
with  the  exclusions  noted.  Exceptions  may  be  made  to  include 
500  level  courses,  as  noted  on  page  7. 

ART:  Excluding  studio  courses  or  courses  in  design. 

ENGLISH:  Excluding  Composition  and  Reading  and  Advanced 
Composition. 

HISTORY:  Excluding  Historiography  and  the  Senior  History 
Seminar.  A  student's  total  accumulation  of  credits  in  history  may 
be  credited  for  distribution  purposes  as  either  humanities  or  social 
sciences  but  not  both. 

LANGUAGES  AND  LINGUISTICS:  Excluding  elementary  and 
intermediate  languages. 


MUSIC:  Excluding  private  lessons  and  performance  courses. 

PHILOSOPHY  AND  RELIGION 

SPEECH  ARTS:  Excluding  practicum  and  performance  courses 
and  broadcasting  and  television  courses. 

Natural  Sciences 

Twelve  semester  hours  selected  from  among  courses  numbered 
below  500  in  one  or  several  of  the  following  departments  with 
the  exclusions  noted.  Exceptions  may  be  made  to  include  500  level 
courses  as  noted  on  page  4.  One  full  year  of  a  sequence  of  labora- 
tory courses  plus  one  additional  laboratory  or  non-laboratory  course 
(total  1 1  hours)  shall  be  deemed  to  fulfill  the  requirement  as  well 
as  4  semesters  of  non-laboratory  courses  and/ or  mathematics 
courses. 

BIOLOGY 

CHEMISTRY 

EARTH  SCIENCES 

PHYSICS 

MATHEMATICS:  Excluding  all  courses  in  Statistics. 

Social  Sciences 

Twelve  semester  hours  selected  from  among  courses  numbered 
below  500  in  one  or  several  of  the  following  departments.  Excep- 
tions may  be  made  to  include  500  level  courses  as  noted  below. 

ECONOMICS 

HISTORY:  Excluding  Historiography  and  the  Senior  History 
Seminar.  A  student's  total  accumulation  of  credits  in  history  may 
be  credited  for  distribution  purposes  as  either  humanities  or  social 
sciences  but  not  both. 

SOCIOLOGY  AND  ANTHROPOLOGY 

PSYCHOLOGY:  Excluding  Experimental  Psychology. 

POLITICAL  SCIENCE:  Explanatory  note: 

Any  course  numbered  below  500  which  is  acceptable  for  purposes 
of  the  College  of  Arts  and  Sciences'  Political  Science  major,  may 
be  used  as  social  science  credit  for  University  Requirements  by  any 


student  in  any  school  or  major.  Courses  in  Political  Science  are 
offered  in  the  School  of  Government  and  Public  Administration  and 
the  School  of  International  Service. 


Honors  Courses 

Honors  courses  fulfill  University  Requirements  in  the  discipline 
in  which  they  are  taught.  Honors  courses  are  courses  so  designated 
by  the  Honors  Board  of  the  College  of  Arts  and  Sciences  or  by 
agreement  between  the  Schools  teaching  such  courses  and  the 
Committee  on  University  Requirements.  Excluding  Human 
Behavior  IV. 


Exceptions 

A  student  who  enrolls  in  courses  not  covered  by  the  force  of 
these  regulations  and  who  seeks  credit  toward  meeting  University 
Requirements  may  petition  for  permission  through  the  chairman  of 
the  department  or  the  Dean  of  the  School  in  which  the  course 
is  taught,  and  with  the  consent  of  his  adviser,  to  the  Committee 
on  University  Requirements. 


Advanced  Placement,  Advanced 
Standing  and  Waiver 

Advanced  Placement  (college  credit)  may  be  earned  by  a  student 
who  scores  satisfactorily  in  the  Advanced  Placement  Tests  of  the 
CEEB  administered  in  test  centers  before  the  student  comes  to  the 
campus;  or  by  satisfactory  scores  on  the  College  Comprehensive 
Tests  of  the  Educational  Testing  Service  taken  at  the  University 
during  summer  testing  and  orientation  sessions  prior  to  entering 
college  in  the  fall.  Such  credit  may  be  applied  to  Composition  and 
Reading  and  the  requirements  in  Humanities,  Social  Sciences  and 
Natural  Sciences.  Students  may  also  earn  Waiver  for  these  require- 
ments through  the  same  channels.  Other  tests  and  tools  of  measure- 
ments for  advanced  placement  purposes  may  be  adopted  by  the 
University  Requirements  Committee  from  time  to  time. 

Other  tests  and  records  may  enable  the  student  to  waive  the 
required  Composition  and  Reading  course  under  regulations  estab- 


lished  from  time  to  time  by  the  Committee  on  University  Require- 
ments. This  action  is  automatic  when  the  student's  records  so 
indicate. 

A  student  is  entitled  to  waive  1  unit  of  physical  education  for 
each  15  hours  transferred  or  for  each  6  months  of  active  military 
service.  Students  over  the  age  of  30,  part-time  students  and  stu- 
dents with  appropriate  medical  excuses  are  waived  from  the  physical 
education  requirement. 

Waiver  examinations  in  physical  education  and  foreign  languages 
are  given  at  the  University  during  the  course  of  the  school  year. 

If  a  student  is  accepted  with  60  hours  of  advanced  standing  by 
transfer  he  may  waive  6  hours  of  the  distribution  requirements.  If 
he  has  90  hours  of  advanced  standing  by  transfer  he  may  waive 
12  hours  of  the  distribution  requirements:  provided  that  no  student 
may  graduate  without  at  least  6  hours  in  each  of  the  three  major 
distribution  divisions. 

When  a  transfer  student  transfers  courses  which  are  essentially 
"continuation  courses"  the  grade  earned  in  the  final  semester  of 
such  courses  will  determine  whether  the  entire  sequence  is  cred- 
itable for  University  Requirements  purposes  only.  This  regulation 
shall  not  be  interpreted  as  granting  credit  hours  for  a  course  trans- 
ferred with  a  grade  below  "B"  or  "C"  according  to  the  institution 
from  which  the  courses  are  transferred. 


For   additional   information  concerning   University   Require- 
ments, write: 

Office  of  the  Associate  Dean 
College  of  Arts  and  Sciences 
The  American  University 
Washington,  D.  C.  20016 


Regulations  Subject  to  Change 

Because  of  the  nature  of  the  educational  process,  the  admission 
requirements,  courses  and  degrees  available,  degree  and  graduation 
requirements,  charges,  costs  and  other  information  contained  in  this 
Bulletin  are  subject  to  change  without  notice  by  the  University  and  are 
to  be  considered  as  informational  only  and  not  binding  in  any  way  on 
the  University.  Each  step  of  the  educational  process  from  admission 
through  graduation  requires  approval  by  appropriate  University  officials. 
The  University  reserves  the  right  to  change  any  requirement,  to  deny 
admission,  and  after  a  student  is  admitted  to  require  a  student  to  with- 
draw or  to  refuse  to  grant  a  degree  if  a  student  does  not  satisfy  the 
University  in  its  sole  judgment  that  he  has  satisfactorily  met  its  degree 
requirements. 
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